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of Christ Lutheran Church, has
been practicing lyengar Yoga
under instruction for eleven
years. In 2008 he became a
certified Holy Yoga Instructor
through Brook Boone of Holy
Yoga Ministries and since then
has been a registered instructor
with Yoga Alliance.

Dress for exercise and bring a
yoga mat if you own one. For
information, call 201-724-5471 or
email peter@mylonging.net.
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Health fair
at St. Francis

St. Francis of Assisi Church and
the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas are sponsoring a free
Health Fair for the Body, Mind &
Spirit on Saturday, April 2 from 9
a.m. to 1p.m. at the St. Francis
Parish Hall, corner of Park Street
and Bergen Avenue in Ridgefield
Park.

Service providers from
Englewood, Holy Name and
Hackensack hospitals will be on
hand to conduct skin cancer
screenings, hearing tests, and
stress and nutrition evaluations.

Participants will also be able to
have their blood pressure and
glucose levels checked.
Consultations with a pharmacist
and an exercise physiologist will
also be available.

All are welcome to welcome to
attend. Call 201-641-6464 to pre-
register.
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Scholarship winner

Patrick Caoile, a resident of Ridgefield Park, has
been awarded the St. Francis of Assisi School
Faculty and Staff of 2010 Scholarship for his
academic excellence and service to others. He said,
“| thank you for the tremendous scholarship you
have given me. | do miss the school and the
memories I've shared there; but all that | have
learned and the blessings I've gained will be a great
benefit and will always be appreciated.” The St.
Francis School Faculty and Staff Scholarship grew
out of a desire to commemorate the outstanding
work ethic, the Christ-like compassion and the
remarkable accomplishments of St. Francis
students. Caoile is a fine example of these qualities
and is a worthy recipient of the St. Francis School
Faculty and Staff of 2010 Scholarship. He will be
attending Xavier High School in NYC this September.
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Healthy living

St. Francis Parish hosted a health fair for all residents last weekend, giving visiting a chance to receive a free checkup.
Pictured above is Ridgefield Park Commissioner Maggie Boyd, who has her blood pressure tested. Administering the exam
is Dr. Ashley Wacha, of Holy Name Medical Center. Dr. Wacha reported Boyd's blood pressure is at normal levels.
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BY ROBIN DECICCO
Staff Writer

Father Larry Evans Il joined St.
Francis of Assisi Church in Ridge-
field Park as the new pastor of the
congregation, effective July 1
Evans, who previously served as
the school chaplain at Paramus
Catholic for three years, took over
for Father Eugene Field.

Evans is most looking forward
to geting to know the members of
the congregation and the commu-
nity by meeting them and talking
to them one on one.

A believer in bringing the com-
munity into the church, he said
he'd like to take the time to walk
around Ridgefield Park and
become familiar with the way the
Village operates.

“I really want to learn what goes
on here, what people like to do
and find out how I can meet every-
one. I'm eager to walk around and
get to know my new home,” he
said.

After starting at St. Francis,
Evans traveled to Italy for a
planned vacation and so he has
not been able to meet many mem-
bers of the church yet, but said he
anticipates meeting more and
more people as the summer comes
to an end and the school year
begins.

Harry Menta, a parishioner of
the church since 1992, was able to
meet Evans briefly during the July
3 mass and said he immediately
loved his high energy level and his
enthusiasm.

“In time, he will become a great
pastor. I am certain that the St.
Francis community and the people
of Ridgefield Park will embrace
Father Larry and see him as a spir-
itual leader who will be visible and
have a far reaching impact on our
community,” he said,

Aformer substitute teacher and
member of the kitchen staff at St.
Francis School, Patty Acosta, who
is now the church’s secretary,
labeled Evans as a “breath of fresh
air.”

“He has a friendly, faith-filled
and lively personality and will

COLLEEN WHITE/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Meet Father Larry Evans I, the new pastor for St. Francis of
Assisi Church in Ridgefield Park, effective July 1.

bring lots of good changes to the
church. He views church as a fam-
ily community, so the parish will
be much more family-oriented,”
she said.

Born in Washington, DC,
Evans was raised in Maryland and
began his work in the priesthood
in that area before working in
churches in Jersey City and Saddle
River.

He has been a part of the insti-
tutional church for 20 years and
recently celebrated his 10th
anniversary as a priest of the Arch-
diocese.

Evans joined St. Francis one
year after the elementary school
attached to the church closed sur-
rounding controversy. The school
was one of many Catholic schools
in the Bergen County area to be

closed by the Archdiocese of
Newark due to declining enroll-
ment and a large deficit.

Just days before Evans took
over, the church announced that
the pre-school operated out of St.
Francis was turned into a bible
camp and will permanently close
at the conclusion of this summer’s
camp on Aug. 30.

“The pre-school closed right
before I got here, so I can't speak
much on the subject. I can always
listen though, even if I can’t
change anything,” he said.

While Evans plans to get to
know the community, he said he
doesn't intend on recruiting peo-
ple to the church.

“If our family grows, we're
blessed and if it stays the same,
we're blessed as well.”
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Fun Fest at St. Francis School
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Karen Beltran paints Rylie Flynn's face (4, Ridgefield Park)
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Ridgefield Co-Op Nursery School hosted a Kids Fun Fest at St.
Francis School on Nov. 6. Rylie Nagle happily poses for a photo
with Bert & Ernie.
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NOV. 6

Kids Fun Fest

Ridgefield Co-Op Nursery School
to host a Kids Fun Fest, Sunday,
Nov. 6, from noon to 3 p.m. at the
St. Francis Gym, Bergen Avenue,
Ridgefield Park. There will be
children'’s raffles, face painting,
games, prizes, food, crafts,
activities and more.

Cost: Children $10 (includes 10
tickets for raffles, food or
activities); adults $5 (includes 3
tickets for food). Tickets will be
sold at Ridgefield Co-Op Nursery
School, 227 Euclid Ave. and at
the door.
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Blessing of
the Animals

The Congregation of St. Paul's
Lutheran Church of Teaneck is
inviting pets and their owners to
the annual Blessing of the
Animals Service, in
commemoration of St. Francis of
Assisi, Saturday, Oct. 8 at 11 a.m.
All breeds and denominations
welcome. Refreshments will be
available after the service.
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» LETTERS

Need to examine
situation

TO THE EDITOR,

It is with extreme curiosity that
I follow the application process
of the Bergen Arts and Science
Charter School. The Ridgefield
Park School District has been
notified by the New Jersey
Department of Education that
the distinct possibility exists that
the sight of the former St. Francis
of Assisi Grammar School will
soon house this new educational
setting. As outlined in the appli-
cation and included in recent
new releases the hierarchy of this
school claims that they will focus
on serving selected students from
Hackensack. Additionally, they
will consider accepting students
from surrounding areas.

I urge the DOE to examine
this situation exactly as it pres-
ents itself: a total contradiction.
This new charter school,
designed to serve students from
underachieving school districts,
proposing to open a campus
within the Village of Ridgefield
Park, a town where our residents
have displayed continued support
for our high achieving, nationally
recognized and award winning
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local schools.

If this proposal is granted
approval as described, it will cost
our school district and ultimately
the taxpayers of Ridgefield Park
hundreds of thousands of dollars.
This is tremendously unjust and
systematically unfair.

Thomas Kralic
Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Ridgefield Park
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= LETTERS

Concerns over
Charter school

TO THE EDITOR,

‘The Ridgefield Park Board of
Education has serious concerns
regarding the application of the
Northeastern Arts and Science
Charter School (NAS Charter
School) that, if approved, would
be opened in the former St. Fran-
cis of Assisi School in Ridgefield

Park.

Ridgefield Park is regarded as
a high performing public school
district as determined by the out-
come of most recent New Jersey
Quality Schools Assurance Con-
tinuum. Grant Elementary
School was awarded the Nation-
al Blue Ribbon School of Excel-
lence Award in 2010 and Lincoln
Elementary School was awarded
the National Blue Ribbon School
of Excellence Award in 2011.
Roosevelt Elementary School has
NJ ASK scores annually at or
near the top of its District Factor
Group (a group of schools from
the state with similar demograph-
ics) and has been named a NJ
Benchmark School several times.

According to the Executive
Summary of the application for
the NAS Charter School, its
opening is intended to provide a
better alternative to public educa-
tion for Hackensack elementary
children, “where there is a signifi-

cant achievement gap between its
district students and the State”.
The NAS Charter School appli-
cation indicates that because it
was unable to find an available
learning facility in Hackensack
for its prospective students, it has
resorted to applying for use of a
facility in Ridgefield Park. If this
charter school is “to become a
school of choice for low perform-
ing minority students,” it should
be established in the community
in which there are such children,
in Hackensack, not in Ridgefield
Park.

Funding for education is
extremely limited and has been
steadily declining. Ridgefield Park
received nearly SIM less in state
aid in 2011-2012 as compared to
2008-2009 and it must deal with
a2 percent cap on increased
spending as well. By the state’s
own assessment, Ridgefield Park
continues to be an inadequatel
funded school district. Yet in the
face of these budgetary con-
straints the district has been able
to maintain high levels of
achievement. However, the time
is fast approaching when needs
will exceed resources.

The state has suggested that
Ridgefield Park Public Schools
should anticipate upwards of 112
students leaving its elementary
schools in favor of the NAS
Charter School. If this were to
happen revenue lost by Ridge-

field Park would exceed SLIM.
While this number of students
advertised by the state depart-
ment to leave the district is only
an estimated number for budget-
ary purposes, even one quarter
that number (28 students) would
cause the district to have a woe-
ful budget deficit of approximate-
1y $275,000. Even losing 28 stu-
dents (and the corresponding
amount of funding) would have a
devastating effect on the school
district. The loss of 28 students
ordinarily would not likely cause
areduction in staff. However,
the district likely would be forced
to reduce its staff to make up for
the budget shortfall, causing larg-
er class sizes and decreased serv-
ices which would undermine its
ability to continue as high per-
forming. Therefore, allowing a
charter school in Ridgefield Park
would be counterproductive.
The inability of NAS Charter
School to find a location within
the target district would cause
substantial collateral damage to
the Ridgefield Park School Dis-
trict. Therefore, the Ridgefield
Park Board of Education has
petitioned the state department
of education to reject the pro-
posed NAS Charter School.

Barbara Merritt Butler
President, Ridgefield Park BOE
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Evening of worship

St. Francis of Assisi Youth Group
in Ridgefield Park is proud to
present an Evening of Praise and
Worship with Steve Angrisano,
Catholic musician, storyteller and
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Practice
your posture

St. Francis Church will offer a
free class on posture practice
and centering prayer suitable for
Christians and anyone else on a
spiritual path, as well as those
who want to improve their
health, agility and strength. The
class will take place on April 2
from 11:45 to 12:45 p.m. It is
suitable for all ages.

The instructor, Rev. Peter Strand,
pastor of First Presbyterian
Church of RP and former pastor
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songwriter on March 6 at 7 p.m.
at St. Francis Church, 114 Mt.
Vernon Street. Tickets are $10 in
advance and $12 at the door, with
special group rates available. For
more information contact Jenn
Ferraioli at 201-641-6464 or at
jaft429@msn.com.




